
   

 

CONGRATUALTIONS TO EMMANUELõS GRADUATES 2011                      
 

Sunday, June 5th, is Graduate Recognition Sunday.  We would like to honor those                                       

who are graduating at the 10:15 Coffee Hour with cake. 

Ryan Anderson from Stevens High School                                       Donald Borchert from St Thomas More 
 

Katie Vickmark from Central High School                        Aaron Rude from Central High School         
                                                                 Morgan Graves from Stevens High School 

I  remember watching a movie in which one of the main 

characters was an Irish police officer.  In one scene he was talking with a friend on his beat that 
was going through some rough times.  As he left to continue his beat he turned and said,  òIõll 
light a candle for ya, Pat.ó  Being a good Catholic he later went to church and lit a candle. 
   The candle he lit of course was a votive candle.  One of a collection of many candles placed together on a 
stand.  Candles have always been a part of worship services as well as many other rites that we may be familiar 
with.  They started out in a very practical way to provide light to services in darkened buildings that had no artifi-
cial light.  But it is not hard to imagine, given Christõs words regarding light, why light emitting candles would 
gain significance.   "I am the light of the world. No follower of mine shall ever walk in darkness; no, he shall pos-
sess the light of life," (Jn 8:12) and "I have come to the world as its light, to keep anyone who believes in me 
from remaining in the dark," (Jn 12:46). "Whatever came to be in Him, found life, life for the light of men," and 
"The real light which gives light to every man was coming into the world," (Jn 1:4, 9). 
   When we use a candle to create light we pay homage and respect to the one who creates spiritual light in us.  
Lighting a votive candle is a special way to offer up prayers to God.  The prayer can be about anything you can 
think of and lighting a candle is making an offering back to God. 
   Thanks to a generous memorial we now have our own votive stand at the back of the church.  We hope you 
will use it to offer up those important prayers in your life. 
   Below the candles is an offering box.  If you would like to make a contribution to the purchase of additional 
candles it would be appreciated.  But the purpose of a votive station is not to be a money maker but instead to 
be an offering to God. ñFather Rich 

FROM Father Rich.. . 
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CRAZY HORSE VOLKSMARCH  -  PARISH PICNIC  

Saturday, June 4   

Mark your calendars!!  Please join us for one or both of these Saturday events... 

   If you would like to hike Crazy Horse Memorial, we will meet in the Emmanuel Parking lot at                 

7 am and caravan to the monument.  The Volksmarch starts at 8 am. Entrance into the park is free but a 

donation of 3 cans of food for the KOTA Territory Food Drive is suggested. The Volksport Association 

fee is $3 per hiker, regardless of age. Refreshments are sold at each of the four check-points.  Port-a-

Potties and water stations are also available along the trail. More information can be found at 

www.crazyhorsememorial.org. (No dogs are allowed on the trail.) 

 Our Parish Picnic will be at the picnic shelter behind Storybook Island.  You can access the shelter from 

the entrance to the Rapid City Parks Dept. at 2915 Canyon Lake Drive  or the footbridge from Story-

book Island. We will have brats, burgers and beverages. Please bring your own utensils, lawn chair and a 

dish to share.  If your last names starts with: 
 

A - G bring a salad or side dish       H - O bring a dessert        P - Z bring chips or fruit or veggies 

    You wonõt want to miss this picnic.  Our own BBQ Chef, Bob Ermish, will be preparing                          

ògourmet burgersó.        Invite a friend or neighbor, we will have plenty of food and fun to share! 

http://www.crazyhorsememorial.org/
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FROM THE PARISH NURSE  òJesus said to him, If you can believe,                             
              all things are possible to him who believes.ó  Mark 9:23 
 

   During this beautiful month of June let us discover the relationship of Faith 
and Health.  Faith to many people means belief in God, a believing  system of 

religious convictions, trust in God, and theology.    Health to many people means 
the physical, spiritual, intellectual, social, and emotional components  of a person.  
Health also means the state achieved when a personõs mind, body, and soul work 
as God created them.  Healthy practices and habits need to be developed and prac-
ticed to reduce the risk of illnesses.  Some healthy practices include prayer, attend-
ing church, seeing your health care provider when necessary, healthy nutrition, 
regular rest and exercise, forgiveness, respect of self and others, and love. Faith 
and health are a relationship. 
  Included in this Newsletter is a short article on òDonõt weight to sleep.ó  Hope you  find it interesting and per-
haps give you something new to think about.    I hope to see many of you this month (June 4)  at the  Crazy 
Horse Volksmarch and the picnic that will be held at Old Storybook Island.  Sounds like a great day! 
  During the summer please watch for announcements in the bulletins  and Newsletters, as the Health and              
Wellness Committee is planning some hiking / walking activities.  On May 21 the Boulevard Walk was attended 
by 7 Emmanuelites so we are hoping more of you will join in over the summer for some of the planned walks. 
  I hope many of you are able to enjoy the beauty of summer and perhaps take some time to slow down, relax, 
and enjoy Godõs amazing creation of earth and the people in it.   Faith and health will be a relationship that is 
possible for all of us.  Blessings, Vicki Sweet, RN, Parish Nurse 
 
SATURDAY NIGHT AT EM MANUEL  
Emmanuel continues to be a great place to be on a Saturday night.  Our new service continues to meet the needs 
of a number of people new to Emmanuel as well as a number of our own parishioners.  Some changes have taken 
place.  Sam, our lead guitarist, has taken a job that limits his involvement so Fr. Rich has taken over the duties on 
guitar.  The service has taken some adjustments but is working out well.  We are looking for anyone who would 
be willing to provide music for the offertory and communion. 
   On June 11th we are having a pot luck dinner after the service for fellowship and discussion about the future of 
Saturday Night at Emmanuel.  Those of you who find your Sunday mornings busy might consider attending wor-
ship with us on Saturday night. 

FROM YOUR JUNIOR WARDEN  
   I would like to extend a very grateful thank you to all the men of 
the church who helped with the food preparation and serving for the 
Women's Appreciation Breakfast. Without all your help this would 

not have been the success that it was. Again, thank you so much. 
    The painting is proceeding and will continue. If you would like to help, please 
let me know so I can put you down and call on you when we need help.  A spe-
cial thank you to Mike Wood for his help and expertise in painting the front 
stairwell. Also a thank you to Diane Wilson for all her help with the painting. A 
thank you to our decorating committee for all their input in colors and help with 
the decorating.   ñLes Koss 
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VISION STATEMENT  
At its meeting on May 16th the vestry voted to authorize the following vision 
statement. Our Vision:  As a parish, we are Christõs active servants within the Anglican 
Communion, committed to providing a welcoming environment to all for the development of 
faith and spiritual growth to face lifeõs challenges through Scripture, Tradition and Reason. 
It was agreed amongst the vestry that this statement is not cast in stone.  As one 
member put it, òThe last vision statement was cast in stone and it was ignored.ó  
The vestry will continue to revisit both our mission and vision statements in the 
future to be sure that they are living statements. 

http://www.emmanuelrc.org
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                                                                                                                   CALENDAR PLAN NING 
EVENT June 25th will be our annual calendar setting event, beginning at 9 am.  We are asking all 
groups to have a representative come to help fill in the church calendar for the next year.  We will also 
have a short discussion. 

CELEBRATION DINNER  
Celebration Dinner is shifting into its summer schedule.  For the next three months Celebration 
Dinner will meet the third Thursday of the month, June 16th, July 21st and August 18th.  Put these 
dates on your calendar and plan to go down to Summer Nights after eating.  The band Fat City is playing on 
June 16th. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND VBS 
   Thanks to the kids of Sunday School for their wonderful performance during the Motherõs Day 
Womenõs Breakfast.  It was delightful.  And thank you to everyone who participated so joyfully along with 
the kids.  
Sunday School may have ended for the year but the work of childrenõs ministry has not.   
Toward the end of the school year we purchased a new curriculum for Sunday School that we will be using next 
fall.  It is an on line program that all teachers can access from their homes and contains lesson plans and extensive 
resources.  The teachers will be using this resource this summer to develop our Sunday School program for fall. 
We will also be working on Vacation Bible School this summer.  VBS will be taking place at St. Andrewõs this year 
from Sunday, August 7 through Thursday, August 11.  While St. Andrewõs is hosting we will need to provide                
assistance.  Please consider helping out at VBS this year. 
 
 

YOUR PICTURE ON FACE BOOK OR THE WEB PAGE 
   One of the exciting things about going to a churchõs web or Facebook page is seeing all the pictures.  
As they say, òA picture paints a thousand words.ó  Pictures can help a new person get a better feel for 
the church.  To that end we often take pictures around church and at special events to put on our web and Face-
book pages. 
   However, some people do not like their picture.  So, if you do not want to have your image appear on either 
our web or Facebook pages, please contact the office and let us know.   
   Our new Facebook page should be fully functional in a few weeks.  Just go on to your own Facebook page and 
do a search for Emmanuel Episcopal Church of Rapid City.  Be sure to òlikeó us so that you can get messages 
and updates. ñFather Rich 
 

SUNDAY FORUM 
   Formerly known as Adult Forum.  This subtle change is being made for two reasons.  The first 
is that the forums are open to persons of all ages, not just adults.  Teens and young adults should 
not feel excluded from attending.  And the second reason is that they take place onéSunday. 
   This month we are having two Sunday Forums.  The focus of these forums will be our worship services.  On 
June 5th our Sunday Forum will be primarily for those who attend the 8 am service.  On June 26th the Sunday Fo-
rum will be primarily for those who attend the 10:15 am service.  Everyone is welcome but the focus will be on 
those services on those Sundays.  (Saturday Night at Emmanuel will be having a pot luck after the June 11th 
Eucharist to focus on that service.) 
   Starting this fall, and for the following year, we hope to make the main topic at Sunday Forum the history of the 
church and Rapid City, leading up to our 125th Anniversary Celebration. 
 

YOUTH GROUP  
The Youth Group and their parents are invited to Fr. Rich & Gayleõs house on Sunday, June 26th for a 
picnic at 2 pm.  Burgers, brats and chicken will be provided.  Bring what you like.  Come for fun and 
fellowship. 
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CONFIRMATION BY THE BISHOP  
 

MAY 22, 2011  
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WOMENõS APPRECIATION BREAKFAST 

May 8, 2011 
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    On May 14th 

Emmanuel was joined 

by Bishop Tarrant 

and his  family for a 

real taste of South 

Dakota at the local 

winery, Prairie Berry.  

The day was filled 

with great wine, a                    

wonderful lunch and 

warm conversation 

with Bishop Tarrant.  


